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The Kennedy Center
announces the

Millennium Stage Schedule for
March 2018

Celebrating the Human Spirit

featuring

Performances as a part of DIRECT CURRENT

including
Mariachi Flor de Toloache

Gamer Symphony Orchestra

PunjabTronix

Suzanne Ciani

Shabazz Palaces
National Sawdust collaboration featuring M is Black Enough and

Sophia Brous and Marc Ribot

(WASHINGTON)—The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts announces its
March 2018 schedule of free daily performancess on the Millennium Stage today.
March performances on Millennium Stage are a cornerstone of the inaugural season of
DIRECT CURRENT, the Center’s two-week celebration of contemporary culture, with
15 free performances March 5 — March 19. From interdisciplinary creations in which
artistic worlds collide to innovative responses to topical concerns, this immersive
music-driven experience showcases some of the most potent, provocative, and

original voices in American arts today.



Featured Millennium Stage performances as part of DIRECT CURRENT include Latin
Grammy ®-nominated Mariachi Flor de Toloache (March 5), an all-female mariachi
group with an edgy, versatile, and fresh take on traditional Mexican music; Gamer
Symphony Orchestra (March 10), a student-run ensemble exclusively devoted to
performing orchestral arrangements of video game music; a musical and visual
performance—mixing live electronic dance music with Punjabi dhol drums, vocals,
stringed instruments, and the hypnotic sounding double flute algoza— by
PunjabTronix (March 11 pop-up concert at Union Market and March 12 on Millennium
Stage); five-time Grammy®-nominated composer, electronic music pioneer, and neo-
classical recording artist Suzanne Ciani (March 16), whose work has been featured in
countless commercials, video games, and feature films; and avant-garde, “Afro-

Eccentric” Hip Hip duo Shabazz Palaces (March 18).

In a special collaboration with the Brooklyn-based, artist-led incubator National
Sawdust and as part of DIRECT CURRENT, Millennium Stage will present M is Black
Enough (March 19), the contemporary band that mixes hard-driving rhythms and biting
social commentary with steelpan, cello, drums, and poetry. Also on Millennium Stage
in collaboration with National Sawdust, Australian performer Sophia Brous will join
with guitarist Marc Ribot (March 17) to premiere a new collaboration exploring songs
of beauty, disorder and dissent for a new America, spanning lullabies, hymns and

songs of resistance.

Millennium Stage, now celebrating its 21st season, is a manifestation of the Kennedy
Center mission and vision to welcome all to celebrate our collective cultural heritage in
the most inclusive, accessible way possible. Millennium Stage is the only place in the
U.S. to offer a free performance every day of the year that is streamed live on the
Internet. A full schedule of Millennium Stage performances for the month of March
2018 is below. Unless otherwise noted, performances will take place in the Kennedy

Center Grand Foyer and no tickets are required. Performances are open to television


http://www.kennedy-center.org/Video/Live
http://www.kennedy-center.org/Video/Live

and radio news coverage. Media crews must request access at least one full week

prior to the performance date.

Full Chronological Schedule for March 2018

DATE

TIME

PERFORMANCE

Thu., March 1

6 p.m.

The National Jazz Workshop Big Band directed by
Matt Niess features outstanding young musicians
performing classic and modern jazz.

Fri., March 2

6 p.m.

NSO Prelude: Members of the National Symphony
Orchestra play chamber works.

Sat., March 3

6 p.m.

D.C. bassist and musical director Michael Bowie will
bring artists and audience together in a dynamic,
multimedia live-video performance exploring themes
of social justice, freedom, and the human toll on
oppression. Utilizing some of D.C.’s finest musicians
and dancers, You Haven’t Done Nothin will channel a
diverse America in which public demonstration and
fundamental freedoms are a right for all people.

Sun., March 4

6 p.m.

The Caribbean is an American experimental pop
group from Washington, D.C., composed of Michael
Kentoff, Matthew Byars, and Dave Jones. The band
has been critically acclaimed for its deconstructionist
approach to pop music; wry, literary lyrics; and its
eclectic sound, which incorporates elements of
American pop, indie rock and experimental rock,
IDM, cool jazz, folk music, lounge music, and
Brazilian music.

Presented in collaboration with Hometown Sounds.

Mon., March 5

6 p.m.

Latin Grammy®-winning, all-female ensemble
Mariachi Flor de Toloache continue to win the
hearts of both mainstream and traditional mariachi
music fans alike through their distinct artistic vision
and sophisticated, enlightened interpretation of
traditional mariachi music.

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Tue., March 6

6 p.m.

Programming to be announced at a later date.
Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Wed., March 7

6 p.m.

DCDIT Presents: Abdu Ali is known for his
idosyncratic blend of punk, futurism, Baltimore club-
style, and rap music. Accompanied by a live band,
the performance is about using music as a
teleportation device into a metaphysical abyss,
where othered people can access every entity that
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they need to fully live in fullness as themselves.
Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Thu., March 8

6 p.m.

Members of the Peabody Conservatory’s new
music ensemble Now Hear This present chamber
works by contemporary masters including George
Crumb, Steve Reich, and Kate Soper.

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Fri., March 9

6 p.m.

The famed percussion quartet S@ Percussion plays
works by John Cage, Caroline Shaw, and
Vietnamese American composer Viet Cuong.
Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Sat., March 10

6 p.m.

Join the University of Maryland’s Gamer Symphony
Orchestra for a spectacular musical journey
celebrating video game music as a means for
gamers, musicians, and enthusiasts alike to share
stories of passion, learning, and friendship. From Bits
to Brass: A Symphonic Adventure Through Video
Game Music features popular pieces from all across
the video game music landscape. This showcase of
musical masterpieces will help you discover the
magic where games and music meet.

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Sun., March 11
Terrace Theater

6 p.m.

Remnants is a bridge to the stories that we have
been told since we were young and the places we
have still never touched. This Orange Grove Dance
world premiere takes audiences on a mytho-poetic
and dream-like journey that physically conjures up
the visual metaphors of the inexhaustible burning
hope of the human spirit. What does it mean to start
over? What are the things we carry? What survives
within us? What is left behind?

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Free general admission tickets will be distributed in
the States Gallery starting at approximately 5 p.m., up
to two tickets per person.

Mon., March 12

6 p.m.

Technology meets tradition as cutting-edge live
electronica and digital technologies combine with the
traditional sounds of Punjabi folk. Produced and
commissioned by U.K.-based Asian Arts Agency,
PunjabTronix is an exciting, new international
collaboration between award-winning British-Indian
electronic music producer DJ Swami and traditional
Punjabi folk stars, including Vijay Yamla and Naresh
Kuki, synchronised with unique live mixed digital
projections.




Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Tue., March 13

6 p.m.

DCDIT Presents: Irreversible Entanglements is a
liberation-oriented, free jazz collective formed in early
2015 by saxophonist Keir Neuringer, poet Camae
Ayewa (a.k.a. Moor Mother), and bassist Luke
Stewart, who came together to perform at a
Musicians Against Police Brutality event organized
after the slaying of Akai Gurley by the N.Y.P.D. This
is music that both honors and defies tradition,
speaking to the present while insisting on the future.
Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Wed., March 14

6 p.m.

Grafting the relentless repetitions of modern
minimalism onto the propulsive engine of rock 'n’ roll,
Baltimore’s Horse Lords create an ecstatic forward
thrust, driven by dueling polyrhythms that curve
endlessly past one another. Horse Lords will perform
selections from their 2016 album Interventions as
well as work from earlier releases.

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Thu., March 15

6 p.m.

The Landing is an immersive piece of speculative
fiction conveyed through the mediums of sound,
movement, and video. An audio-visual exploration
presented by Jamal Gray and Uptown Art House,
featured players include Maps Glover, Maya Sun, Joe
Smokes Wisdom, Ra Nubi, Ashley Shey, and Yacine
Fall, with original score from Jamal Gray of the Nag
Champa Art Ensemble.

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Fri., March 16

6 p.m.

DCDIT Presents: Suzanne Ciani worked closely
with inventor and visionary Don Buchla in the late
1960s and dedicated herself to live quadraphonic
performance techniques for his electronic music
instrument. Today, in the renaissance of interest in
analog modular, she takes us on a musical journey
based on her historic work.

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Sat., March 17

6 p.m.

Shabazz Palaces is an avant-garde, Seattle-based
Hip Hop duo, featuring Digable Planets alumnus
Ishmael Butler and Tendai “Baba” Maraire.
Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.

Sun., March 18

6 p.m.

After years learning lullabies from migrant and
refugee communities from around the world to create
the celebrated song cycle Lullaby Movement,
Australian performer and National Sawdust artist-in-
resident Sophia Brous joins with New York icon and




ﬁuitarist Marc Ribot to iremiere a new collaboration

Presented as a part of DIRECT CURRENT.
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