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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
Announces

Leonard Bernstein At 100

Centennial Celebration Represented Throughout 2017-2018 Season
Across Multiple Genres at Kennedy Center

(WASHINGTON)—On August 25, 1918, the iconic American composer, conductor,
pianist, educator, and humanitarian Leonard Bernstein was born. In September 2017,
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., will be the
centerpiece for the launch of the yearlong international centennial celebration of
Leonard Bernstein at 100. Twelve months of local, national, and worldwide events will
pay tribute to this incomparable artist whose influence and impact on arts and culture

in the U.S.—and around the world—have transcended genres and generations.

“From the world premiere of West Side Story to the commissioning of A Quiet Place—
his last major work—Washington, D.C. played a pivotal role in the public life of Leonard
Bernstein,” said Paul Epstein, Senior Vice President of the Leonard Bernstein Office. “A
number of his most highly regarded compositions were created for the National
Symphony Orchestra, and he had a long and personal relationship with the Kennedy
Center. He would have been very pleased that his birthday party begins here in the

nation’s home for the performing arts.”

“It’s fitting that the national celebration of Leonard Bernstein’s centennial starts here at
the Kennedy Center,” said Deborah F. Rutter, Kennedy Center President. “Bernstein
was closely associated with the national cultural center before it was even named for

-more-



our 35th president—he served as Master of Ceremonies at a gala fundraising concert
for the Center in 1962, and also led its inaugural concert on September 8, 1971. That
performance, honoring the late President Kennedy, featured the premiere of
Bernstein’s Mass, a work commissioned for the opening. We hope that this wide-
ranging celebration honoring Bernstein—the artist, the educator, the humanitarian—

reflects his innumerable contributions to music and society.”

Leonard Bernstein at 100 programming reaches across the breadth of the Kennedy
Center’s presentations—symphonic, opera, chamber music and song, film, dance, and
education—reflecting Bernstein’s versatility as a musician. Events featuring the
National Symphony Orchestra, Washington National Opera, Fortas Chamber Music
Concerts, NSO Pops, American Ballet Theatre, New York City Ballet, and Youth,
Family, and Education programming are scheduled, as well as a special Bernstein-
themed exhibition presented by the GRAMMY® Museum.

CENTENNIAL OPENING WEEKEND
Leonard Bernstein at 100 kicks off at the Kennedy Center on September 21 with the

opening of the special Leonard Bernstein at 100 centennial exhibition, curated by the
GRAMMY® Museum, which will be on display through early November. Drawing from
more than 150 photographs, personal items, scores, correspondence, costumes,
furniture, and films, along with multi-media presentations and interactive displays, this
official exhibition is the most comprehensive retrospective of Bernstein’s life and career
ever produced in a museum setting. The exhibition premieres at the Kennedy Center
and moves on to venues in New York, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Portland, and

Tulsa.

On Friday, September 22, the Kennedy Center presents a special one-night-only
performance in the Eisenhower Theater dedicated to “Bernstein on Broadway,”
celebrating the indelible and lasting impact Bernstein’s work had on American culture

via the Broadway stage.



A who’s who of Broadway stars will join Tony Award®-winning director Kathleen
Marshall and music director Rob Fisher for an extraordinary evening of the
unforgettable music of West Side Story, Wonderful Town, and Candide; the irresistibly
tuneful scores and iconic Jerome Robbins choreography from On the Town,; and
selections from Bernstein’s Mass, originally commissioned by Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis to open the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 1971.

On Sunday, September 24, the National Symphony Orchestra (NSO) begins its 2017-
2018 season—its first under the leadership of its new music director, Gianandrea
Noseda—with an all-Bernstein gala program featuring solo appearances by world-
renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma and Tony Award®-winning vocalist Cynthia Erivo. The
program includes the Overture to Candide, Three Meditations from Mass, selected

songs, and Symphonic Dances from West Side Story.

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage free daily programming will feature Bernstein’s

music on Monday, September 25, at 6 p.m., as well as throughout the season.

NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The National Symphony Orchestra features repertoire by Bernstein in three weeks of its

subscription programming.

1 Guest conductor Cristian Mtcelaru leads the first-ever performances by the
NSO of Bernstein’s Divertimento. (September 28 and 30)

1 Songfest, which was commissioned, premiered, and recorded by the NSO 40
years ago under the baton of the composer, is conducted by former NSO Music
Director Leonard Slatkin and will feature six singers from Washington National
Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program. The program opens with

Bernstein’s Slava! A Political Overture, which he wrote for Slava’s (Mstislav



Rostropovich) inaugural concerts as the NSO’s music director in 1977.
(November 2 and 4)

1 Symphony No. 2, “The Age of Anxiety” with pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet as
soloist is led by Yutaka Sado, in his NSO debut. Sado was one of Bernstein’s
last conducting students, and brings a unique perspective to the work, having
worked directly with the composer. Also on the program are two other pieces,
by Rossini and Tchaikovsky, which Sado also studied with Bernstein: Overture
to La gazza ladra (The Thieving Magpie) and Francesca da Rimini (January 11
and 13, 2018).

In addition, the NSO Pops series includes three concert performances of West Side
Story in Concert, led by NSO Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke. Soloists will
be announced in the coming months. (February 14, 16, and 17, 2018)

FORTAS CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERTS

Leonard Bernstein at 100 is represented in the Fortas Chamber Music Concerts with a

one-night-only special vocal event: Leonard Bernstein, His World Through Music.
For their Fortas series debuts, mezzo-soprano Carla Dirlikov Canales, Leonard
Bernstein’s son Alexander, and pianist Justin Snyder have created a captivating
program of Bernstein’s vocal and piano music, enriched with personal reminiscences,
commentary, and illustrative video and photographs. The program will explore
Bernstein’s relationship to the Kennedy family and administration, as well as the artist’s
passion for social justice and education. The program features Bernstein’s vocal
works, including selections from Mass and from his extraordinary musicals. (February
6, 2018)

BALLET
American Ballet Theatre makes its annual appearance at the Kennedy Center, January

30-February 4, 2018, with repertoire that includes Bernstein’s Serenade after Plato:



Symposium, choreographed by Alexei Ratmansky. New York City Ballet will perform
Jerome Robbins’s Fancy Free to music of Bernstein in its March appearance, March
27-April 1, 2018.

WASHINGTON NATIONAL OPERA

To close its 2017-2018 season, Washington National Opera (WNO) will mount the
company premiere of Bernstein’s biting satire, Candide, May 5-26, 2018. This new-to-
Washington production from The Glimmerglass Festival is directed by WNO Artistic
Director Francesca Zambello and conducted by Nicole Paiement. Leading the cast are
American tenor Alek Shrader, the breakout star of the 2009 opera documentary The
Audition, in his WNO debut in the title role; Kathryn Lewek, whose impeccable high
notes mesmerized WNO audiences as the Queen of the Night in 2014’s The Magic
Flute, as Cunegonde; and WNO audience favorite and local legend Denyce Graves as
The Old Lady.

EDUCATION

Bernstein was well-known as an educator, and his passion for reaching audiences of
all ages—particularly children—through live performance is still evident today through
his recordings and countless adults who remember attending or watching his televised
concerts. Honoring this portion of his legacy, numerous education-based events will
take place throughout the season, including NSO Young People’s Concerts for
elementary school students, which will be 21st-century re-imaginings of Bernstein’s
own famous Young People’s Concerts with the New York Philharmonic. This program
will be repeated on the NSO Family Concert series on April 29, 2018. From group
dancing, singing, and teaching, to working in schools and with teachers throughout the
metro D.C. area and beyond, the Kennedy Center is dedicated to keeping Bernstein’s

commitment to the arts for all.



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: LEONARD BERNSTEIN AT 100

Performance Dates

Theater/Genre

Repertoire by Bernstein

September 21, 2017

Terrace Gallery

GRAMMY® Museum Exhibition

September 22, 2017

Eisenhower Theater

Bernstein on Broadway

September 24, 2017 Concert Hall National Symphony Orchestra Gala
Gianandrea Noseda, conductor
Yo-Yo Ma, cello
Cynthia Erivo, vocals
All-Bernstein Overture to Candide; Three Meditations
program: from Mass; selected songs; Symphonic
Dances from West Side Story
September 25, 2017 ] -
Concert Hall
Concert Hall
Concert Hall
Concert Hall




