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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

announces its

2017-2018 BALLET AND
CONTEMPORARY DANCE SEASON

Mariinsky Ballet in La Bayadere
American Ballet Theatre in Alexei Ratmansky’s
Whipped Cream
Ballet Nacional de Cuba with Two Programs

The Suzanne Farrell Ballet Celebrates its Final Season

Mark Morris’s Layla and Majnun
Camille A. Brown’s BLACK GIRL: Linguistic Play and ink
Matthew Bourne’s Production of The Red Shoes
Nederlands Dans Theater
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater

and

The Tony Award®-Winning An American in Paris
As part of the 2017-2018 Theater Season
(WASHINGTON)—From iconic classics by the masters to impactful and breathtaking
new works by original voices, the 2017-2018 ballet and contemporary dance season at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts features some of the world’s
preeminent ballet and contemporary companies and choreographers performing a
breadth of dynamic and world class choreography. Whether viewing the elegance of

the romantic classic La Bayadere, the exquisite movement of Balanchine, and the

~ more ~



musically impeccable collaboration of Mark Morris’s Layla and Majnun or the powerful
messages of Camille A. Brown’s BLACK GIRL: Linguistic Play and ink (co-

commissioned by the Kennedy Center), and Matthew Bourne’s captivating production
of The Red Shoes, the upcoming season is one of exploration with renowned national

and international companies redefining the boundaries of the art.

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater and the 17th Annual Local Dance Commissioning
Project, which supports and fosters new dance works by local artists, are among
returning favorites. Entering its third season, DEMO, Damian Woetzel’s acclaimed
series uniting artists from different genres to explore a common theme, returns to the
newly renovated Terrace Theater for two programs with Spring 2018’s DEMO, part of
the Kennedy Center’s inaugural season of DIRECT CURRENT, a new annual 10-day

celebration of contemporary culture, March 5-16, 2018.

As the Center celebrates the worldwide Leonard Bernstein at 100 celebration,
American Ballet Theatre and New York City Ballet each bring works set to music by the
legendary composer. Additionally, to celebrate legendary choreographer Jerome
Robbins’s centennial birthday year, fall 2017’s DEMO pays tribute in a rehearsal-style
event hosted by Woetzel, who worked closely with Robbins during his career at New
York City Ballet. Then, in March, New York City Ballet brings an all-Robbins program

for the company’s annual engagement featuring major, large-scale Robbins ballets.

Also this season, the Center’s own The Suzanne Farrell Ballet celebrates its 16th and
final season by returning to the Opera House in December with a farewell program of
George Balanchine favorites, each with a special meaning to Ms. Farrell. Ballets
include the gypsy fantasy Tzigane, which begins with a mesmerizing five-minute solo;
last season’s triumphant revival of Gounod Symphony, a celebration of the corps de
ballet; and the rarely performed pas de deux Meditation, the first ballet Balanchine
made on Ms. Farrell. One of two additional large-scale works, Serenade, the first ballet

Balanchine made in America and the 27-dancer Chaconne will alternate each evening.



Continuing to pass on her singular, unique Balanchine gifts in a new resident teaching

artist role, Ms. Farrell will help create and build programs to activate the upcoming

Kennedy Center expansion spaces, scheduled to open in the 2018-2019 season.

2017-2018 Kennedy Center Ballet and Contemporary Dance Season

Schedule

Performance Dates

Theater

Company

September 2017

Millennium Stage

17th Annual Local Dance
Commissioning Project

October 7, 2016
(Terrace Theater Re-Opening)

Terrace Theater

Lotus: Tap Stars Reunite to
Celebrate the Art Form

October 10-15, 2017

Opera House

Matthew Bourne’s production
of The Red Shoes

October 17-22, 2017

Opera House

Mariinsky Ballet,
La Bayadeére

October 20 & 21, 2017

Terrace Theater

DEMO: Jerome Robbins—
American Genius

November 22 & 24-26, 2017

Opera House

Kansas City Ballet,
The Nutcracker

December 1 & 2, 2017
(Part of JFKC: A Centennial
Celebration of John F.
Kennedy)

Eisenhower Theater

Camille A. Brown & Dancers,
BLACK GIRL:
Linguistic Play and ink

December 7-9, 2017

Opera House

The Suzanne Farrell Ballet

December 12, 2017-
January 7, 2018

Opera House

An American in Paris

January 29-February 4, 2018

Opera House

American Ballet Theatre,
Whipped Cream and
Repertory Program

February 6-11, 2018

Opera House

Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater

February 23 & 24, 2018

Eisenhower Theater

Diavolo, L.O.S.T.

March 7, 2018 Terrace Theater DEMO: Now/
DIRECT CURRENT
March 22-24, 2018 Opera House Mark Morris Dance Group,
Layla and Majnun

March 27-April 1, 2018

Opera House

New York City Ballet,
Two Repertory Programs

April 4-6, 2018

Opera House

Nederlands Dans Theater,
Repertory Program

April 26-28, 2018

Eisenhower Theater

Andersson Dance and
Scottish Ensemble
Goldberg Variations—
ternary patterns for
insomnia



May 29-June 3, 2018 Opera House Ballet Nacional de Cuba,
Giselle and
Don Quixote

July 28, 2018 TBD Location National Dance Day

Artists and performances are subject to change.

The 2017-2018 Kennedy Center Ballet and Contemporary Dance Season

17TH ANNUAL LOCAL DANCE COMMISSIONING PROJECT, Millennium Stage
September 2017

Locally based choreographers Kyoko Ruch and Meghan Kamiche Abadoo will each
present a new work on the Millennium Stage as part as the 17th Annual Local Dance
Commissioning Project. The Local Dance Commissioning Project was created to foster
new dance works by local artists and present these artists to the widest possible
audience via the Millennium Stage. The performance is also simulcast on the Kennedy
Center’s website, and Facebook Live and is archived for future viewing. The project
provides funds for each artist to create a new work and a venue to premiere the work,
as well as rehearsal space, artistic mentorship, and technical assistance. Each year, a
panel of Kennedy Center staff reviews written and visual applications from a pool of
dozens of metro-area choreographers in order to award the commission. Further
details about each work are below.

In When Snails Collide, Kyoko Ruch’s quirky dance/theater piece, a drag queen

show —inexplicably reminiscent of a women’s 1930s white lawn tennis match—gets
turned upside down by the unexpected arrival of a new competitor bent on
dissembling the close-knit group. Mixing colorful costume, prop, and set design
elements with the sounds of gypsy music and gibberish, this satirical work for all ages
highlights our insecurities as humans and our will to make the most of life.

Anchored in concepts from the socially critical writing of Octavia Butler and her
science fiction novel Parable of the Sower, Meghan Kamiche Abadoo’s nonlinear
dance/theater work, Mosetta’s Parables and Proverbs, will follow the growth and
evolution of a small group of people, guided by the empathetic envisioning of a young
African American woman. As they weave in and around each other through sweeping
arcs and spirals, the dancers forge a slow but persistent path from one side of the
performance space to the other.

LOTUS: Tap Stars Reunite to Celebrate the Art Form, Terrace Theater

October 7, 2017

With The Lafayette Harris Jr. Quintet

A dance group of seven tap dancing artists, connected through their childhood training
and Broadway background in Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk, reunite for a night of



performances choreographed to honor the roots of tap dance, their predecessors, and
each other, all to live jazz music by The Lafayette Harris Jr. Quintet. D.C. natives
Joseph Webb and Baakari Wilder join Omar Edwards, Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards,
Derick Grant, Dulé Hill, and Jason Samuels Smith in this one-night-only performance.
Part of the Terrace Theater re-opening celebration.

MATTHEW BOURNE’S PRODUCTION OF THE RED SHOES, Opera House
October 10-15, 2017

D.C. Premiere

Based on the film by Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger and the

Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale

Music by Bernard Herrmann

A beloved fairy tale and an Academy Award®-winning movie, The Red Shoes has
seduced audiences and inspired generations of dancers with its story of obsession,
possession, and one young woman’s dream to be the greatest dancer in the world.
Victoria Page lives to dance, but her ambition becomes a battleground between the
two men who inspire her passion: impresario Boris Lermontov who brings her fame,
and composer Julian Craster who wins her heart. Matthew Bourne, the only British
director to have won the Tony Award® for both Best Choreographer and Best Director
(Swan Lake), brings his magical new adaptation filled with a stunning combination of

1940s swincI;, waltz, and ballet. His company, New Adventures, was last here in 2013



