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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

announces its

2017-2018 FALL COMEDY SEASON
Presenting Sponsor Capital One®

Featuring

Whoopi Goldberg
Trevor Noah
The Second City’s When Life Gives You Clemens
Robert Post’s Comedy Theatre for Kids
Gabriel Iglesias
Josh Blue

Al Madrigal

The Second City’s Twist Your Dickens

And
Mark Twain Prize 20th Anniversary Celebration
The Art of Robert Risko—Mark Twain Prize Exhibit

(WASHINGTON)—The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts announced
today a series of comedy shows featuring high-profile acts as part of Comedy at the
Kennedy Center’'s 2017-2018 season. Capital One® continues, in its fourth year, as
Presenting Sponsor of the series, which is a signature program at the Center focused
on elevating comedy as an art form and uniting the local community through laughter.
The 2017-2018 fall season features headlining events across the Center’s main stages,
the 20th annual Mark Twain Prize for American Humor, and monthly comedy nights on

the Millennium Stage over the course of the year.

~ more ~



“As we continue to build upon the success of bringing diverse and wide-ranging
comedic offerings to the Kennedy Center stages, the line-up for the upcoming season,
alongside celebrating 20 years of the Mark Twain Prize, will continue to fill our halls will
laughter.” said Matthew Winer, Director of Special Programming. “We are pleased to

welcome these acclaimed and hilarious artists into our home.”

“As Washington’s hometown bank, Capital One is proud of our ongoing relationship
with the Kennedy Center,” said Leanne Posko, Senior Manager, Community Relations,
Capital One. “We are delighted to build on our history of collaboration with the Center
and look forward to the exciting events on deck to entertain, engage, and inform the

D.C. community in 2017-2018 season.”

Following the success of last season’s engagement, Trevor Noah (The Daily Show with
Trevor Noah) kicks off Comedy at the Kennedy Center's upcoming season with a two-
night evening performance, September 8 & 9. The fall 2017 lineup also includes the full
engagement debut of rising comedian Josh Blue, winner of NBC’s Last Comic
Standing and perhaps best known as the comedian who “puts the cerebral in Cerebral
Palsy”; the returns of celebrated comedians Whoopi Goldberg (2001 Mark Twain Prize
receipent) and Al Madrigal; the world premiere of When Life Gives You Clemens, the
brand new show created by The Second City especially for the Mark Twain Prize for
American Humor week-of festivities; an exhibit showcasing the art of Robert Risko, the
celebrated caricaturist for the Mark Twain Prize which will be presented to David
Letterman on October 22, 2017; a one-man comedy theater variety show for kids from
Robert Post; a distinct stand-up comedy performance by Gabriel Iglesias; and as
previously announced as part of the 2017-2018 Theater Season, The Second City’s
wicked parody of Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, Twist Your Dickens. Additional
winter and spring comedy events, as well as details for the third annual District of
Comedy Festival in summer 2018 and Millennium Stage events for the Mark Twain

Prize 20th Anniversary Celebration will be announced at a later date.



2017-2018 Comedy Season Schedule

Date(s)

Venue

Event(s)

September 8 & 9, 2017

Concert Hall

Trevor Noah

October 2017

Hall of Nations

The Art of Robert Risko,
Celebrating 20 Years of the
Mark Twain Prize

October 11, 2017

Terrace Theater

Josh Blue

October 13, 2017

Concert Hall

Whoopi Goldberg

October 19 & 20, 2017

Family Theater

The Second City’s
When Life Gives You Clemens

October 21, 2017

Family Theater

Robert Post’s
Comedy Theatre for Kids

October 22, 2017 Concert Hall Mark Twain Prize for
American Humor 20th
Anniversary Celebration

November 17, 2017 Concert Hall Gabriel Iglesias

November 18, 2017 Terrace Theater Al Madrigal

December 5-31, 2017 Theater Lab The Second City’s

Twist Your Dickens

Additional programs will be announced at a later date.
Artists and performances are subject to change.

TREVOR NOAH, Concert Hall

September 8 & 9, 2017

Trevor Noah is the most successful comedian in Africa and is the host of the Emmy®
and Peabody® Award-winning The Daily Show on Comedy Central. This year The Daily
Show has been nominated for a Writers Guild Award (Comedy/Variety Series). Noah
joined The Daily Show with Jon Stewart in 2014 as a contributor. Noah debuted his
ninth new comedy special Afraid of the Dark in February 2017 on Netflix. The special
was shot before a packed house in New York City at the Beacon Theatre on November
5, 2016. Last year, Noah debuted his one-hour stand-up special, Trevor Noah: Lost in
Translation, on Comedy Central. Noah was the subject of David Paul Meyer's award-
winning documentary film You Laugh But It’s True which tells the story of his
remarkable career in post-apartheid South Africa. His Showtime comedy

special, Trevor Noah: African American premiered in 2013. He was nominated for
“Personality of the Year” at the 2014 and 2015 MTV Africa Music Awards and won the
award in 2015. Noah’s success has also spanned to sold out shows over five
continents.

THE ART OF ROBERT RISKO, CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF

THE MARK TWAIN PRIZE, Hall of Nations

October 2017

Today’s most celebrated caricaturist Robert Risko has created the caricatures for the
Kennedy Center Mark Twain prize since 2002 and his drawings provide the basis for
the show’s main titles. He began his career by following in the footsteps of his mentor
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Andy Warhol and moved to New York City from Pittsburgh. He started drawing iconic
celebrity portraits in his inimitable graphic style for Warhol’s trendy downtown
magazine, Interview. Risko recalls, “New York was a petrie dish of creativity back then
with people like Mapplethorpe and Madonna pushing the envelope. It was an amazing
time to be starting out then.” His style embodies the spirit of the 1930s Vanity Fair
caricaturists Miguel Covarrubias and Paolo Garretto, the latter of which he
corresponded with until his death in 1989. At age 25, he was chosen by renowned art
director Bea Feitler along with Rolling Stone photographer Annie Leibovitz and artist
Keith Haring to define the look of the new Vanity Fair when the magazine was
relaunched in 1983. He has been a contributor ever since. Risko’s work is published
regularly in most major magazines including The New Yorker, Rolling Stone, Playboy,
Vanity Fair, Esquire, and Interview. His latest book is Vanity Fair's Proust Questionnaire:
101 Luminaries Ponder Love, Death, Happiness, and the Meaning of Life (Rodale). Part
of Mark Twain Prize 20th Anniversary Celebration.

JOSH BLUE, Terrace Theater

October 11, 2017

Perhaps best known as the comedian who puts the cerebral in Cerebral Palsy, Josh
Blue centers much of his self-deprecating act around his disability. He exploded onto
the national comedy scene by capturing the attention and endearment of the country
as the winner of NBC’s Last Comic Standing. He has since starred in Comedy Central
Presents: Josh Blue, which received rave reviews from fans and critics alike and was
named the 11th best special on the network in 2011. In 2012, he released a one-hour
Showtime special, Sticky Change, where he cracks jokes and tells stories about
everything from being a white African-American, to dealing with cabbies who think he’ll
pay in sticky change. He has appeared twice on Ron White’s Comedy Salute to the
Troops on CMT and made his late night television debut on The Late Late Show with
Craig Ferguson. His latest one-hour special, DELETE, was released in 2016 and is
available on Amazon Prime. Possessed with an undeniable likeability and comedic
timing that belies his youthfulness; Blue continues to break down stereotypes of
people with disabilities one laugh at a time. His stand-up routine is in a constant state
of evolution and his off-the-cuff improvisational skills guarantee that no two shows are
exactly the same.

WHOOPI GOLDBERG, Concert Hall

October 13, 2017

Whoopi Goldberg has won numerous awards and received considerable acclaim for
her work in film, television, theater, and recordings. She is equally well-known for her
tireless humanitarian efforts on behalf of children, the homeless, human rights,
education, substance abuse, and the battle against AIDS, as well as many other
causes and charities. Born and raised in New York City, Goldberg worked in theater
and improvisation in San Diego and the Bay Area, where she performed with the Blake
Street Hawkeyes theater troupe. It was there that she created the characters that
became The Spook Show, which evolved into the hit Broadway show, Grammy®
Award-winning album and HBO special Whoopi Goldberg, Direct from Broadway, that
helped launch her career. Goldberg is a best-selling author, prolific producer and one
of the few artists who have won an Emmy, Grammy®, Oscar, and Tony Award. Part of
Mark Twain Prize 20th Anniversary Celebration.
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