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The Kennedy Center
announces the

Millennium Stage Schedule for
July 2017

Free Daily Performances

featuring

D.C. Hip Hop Theater Festival
District of Comedy Festival
NSO Summer Music Institute
Fourth of July Concert by Terry McDermott
Serenade! Choral Festival: A JFK 100 Celebration

(WASHINGTON)—The Kennedy Center announced its July 2017 schedule of free daily
performances on the Millennium Stage today. Included in this month’s line-up are four
performances presented in collaboration with the 2017 DC Hip Hop Theater Festival
(#HHTF2017). In its 17th year, the D.C. festival brings together some of the freshest
work in theater and performance, reflecting the breadth of Hip Hop and urban culture.
On July 6, Truthworker: Boxed in & Blacked Out in America depicts the prison
industrial complex through the lens of a dozen youth. Syncing Ink is based on true
events and tells the story of one man’s journey learning how to rhyme (July 10). On July
11 and 12, The Bitter Game explores the experience of being Black in America as

viewed through the relationship between a young man and his mother.

In addition to the D.C. Hip Hop Theater Festival, the Kennedy Center’s Second District

of Comedy Festival will also take place this month. Underground Comedy Stand-Up



Showcase (July 20), Brandon Wardell and Friends (July 21), and Aparna Nancherla

& Friends (July 22) will take to the Millennium Stage to unite the community together

through laughter.

Other calendar highlights include performances by students of the NSO Summer
Music Institute (July 9, 13-17, 23) and WNO Opera Institute (July 8), a fourth of July

concert featuring NBC’s The Voice Season Three runner-up Terry McDermott, as well

as the conclusion of Serenade! Choral Festival: A JFK 100 Celebration (July 1-3),

continuing the yearlong celebration honoring the 100th anniversary of the birth of the

Center’s namesake, the late President John F. Kennedy.

Now celebrating its 20th season, the Millennium Stage is the only place in the U.S. to

offer a free performance every day of the year that is streamed live on the web. A full

schedule of Millennium Stage performances for the month of July 2017 is below.

Unless otherwise noted, performances will take place in the Kennedy Center Grand

Foyer and no tickets are required. Performances are open to television and radio news

coverage. Media crews must request access at least one full week prior to the

performance date.

Full Chronological Schedule for July 2017

DATE

TIME

PERFORMANCE

Sat., July 1

6 p.m.

Established in 2011, Classical

Movements’ Serenade! Washington, D.C. Choral
Festival is an international choir celebration that
offers an unforgettable, life-changing experience for
singers and audiences alike. Latvian Voices
(Latvia), Egschiglen (Mongolia/Germany), and
Pihcintu (Refugee Children's Chorus) perform as part of
Serenade! Choral Festival: A JFK 100 Celebration.

Part of JFKC: A Centennial Celebration of John F.
Kennedy

Sun., July 2

6 p.m.

Serenade! continues with the Miami Children’s
Chorus (USA), Les Voix Boréales (Canada), and
Gandharva Choir (India).

Part of JFKC: A Centennial Celebration of John F.
Kennedy

Mon., July 3

6 p.m.

The final performance of Serenade! features

2



http://www.kennedy-center.org/Video/Live
https://medium.com/@ClassicalMovements/classical-movements-presents-6th-annual-serenade-65e9f3113e05
https://medium.com/@ClassicalMovements/classical-movements-presents-6th-annual-serenade-65e9f3113e05
https://medium.com/@ClassicalMovements/classical-movements-presents-6th-annual-serenade-65e9f3113e05
https://medium.com/@ClassicalMovements/classical-movements-presents-6th-annual-serenade-65e9f3113e05

Concert Hall

Shanghai No. 3 Girls High School Concert Band
(China), Escolania de Montserrat (Spain and
Catalonia), Akoo Show Choir (Ghana), and the Nairobi
Girls Chorale (Kenya).

Part of JFKC: A Centennial Celebration of John F.
Kennedy

Free reserved seat tickets will be distributed up to two
per person on a first-come, first-served basis at the
entrance to the Hall of Nations, beginning at 4:30 p.m.

Tue., July 4

6 p.m.

Terry McDermott, star of Season 3’s The Voice and
lead singer of Lotus Crush, performs with guitarist
Island Styles. They will perform McDermott’s original
songs along with some fan favorite covers from his time
on The Voice.

Wed., July 5

6 p.m.

Ledward Kaapana’s mastery of stringed instruments,
particularly slack key guitar, and his extraordinary
baritone and leo ki'eki'e (falsetto) voices have made him
a musical legend. With easy-going style and kolohe
(rascal) charm, he has built a loyal corps of “Led
Heads” from Brussels to his birthplace on the Big Island
of Hawaii. Recognition by his peers earned Kaapana
four Grammy® nominations and two wins on slack key
compilations.

Presented in collaboration with the 2017 D.C.
Smithsonian Folklife Festival and the Library of Congress
Homegrown Series.

Thurs., July 6

6 p.m.

Marking the time we are living in with poignant
reflection, protest, and vision, Truthworker Theatre
Company will perform excerpts from their provocative
three-part body of work, Truthworker: Boxed in &
Blacked Out in America, which depicts the prison
industrial complex through the lens of a dozen youth
directly impacted by mass incarceration. This trilogy,
comprised of original Hip Hop theater productions,
moves from the school-to-prison pipeline and youth
criminalization, through the impacts and practices of
solitary confinement, and into re-entry upon release.
This program contains mature themes and strong
language, suitable for ages 14 and up. Presented in
collaboration with Hi-ARTS as part of the 2017 Hip Hop
Theater Festival.

Fri., July 7

6 p.m.

Target Family Night: Circus Harmony is a non-profit
social circus organization that uses circus arts to
motivate social change. Programming builds character
and expands community for youth of all ages, cultures,




abilities, and backgrounds. Circus Harmony promotes
peace through pyramids, joy through juggling, and
harmony through handsprings.

Presented in collaboration with the 2017 Smithsonian
Folklife Festival.

Sat., July 8

6 p.m.

WNO Opera Institute is a young and vibrant program
located in the heart of the nation’s capital. The Institute
is a three-week summer program that brings
passionate, talented young musicians together to
experience opera in a professional and nurturing
environment. The program has gained a reputation as
one of the top pre-professional programs for high
school musicians in the United States.

Sun., July 9

Concert Hall

6 p.m.

Every summer, approximately 60 students (ages 15-20)
from all over the United States, as well as a number of
other countries, meet in Washington, D.C. at the
Kennedy Center to attend the National Symphony
Orchestra’s Summer Music Institute (SMI). SMi
Orchestra’s program will feature “Short Ride in A Fast
Machine” by John Adams and Brukner’s Symphony No.
4, “Romantic,” in E minor conducted by Elizabeth
Schulze.

Mon., July 10

6 p.m.

Syncing Ink: “Now what you hear is not a test/I’'m
rapping to the beat!” Gordon wants to learn how to rap,
thinking it will gain him respect, admiration, and the
attention of a beautiful woman. What he doesn’t know is
that his journey to learn how to rhyme will take him not
just deeper into Hip Hop, but deeper into his legacy and
his purpose. Based on true events, NSangou Njikam
leads us on a lyrical ride to discover what it really takes
to freestyle. Directed by Niegel Smith, Artistic Director
of New York’s Flea Theater.

This program contains mature themes and strong
language. It will not be streamed live or archived.
Presented in collaboration with Hi-ARTS as part of the
2017 Hip Hop Theater Festival.

Tues., July 11
Family Theater

6 p.m.

In five acts structured as the four quarters and overtime
of a basketball game, The Bitter Game explores the
experience of being Black in America as viewed through
the relationship between a young man and his mother.
Based on the playwright/actor Keith A. Wallace’s youth
in Philadelphia, this multi-character performance tackles
issues ranging from police violence to coping with
trauma to the value of Black Lives.

This program contains mature themes and strong




language. Presented in collaboration with Hi-ARTS as
part of the 2017 D.C. Hip Hop Theater Festival.

Free general admission tickets will be distributed in the
Hall of States starting at approximately 5 p.m. on the day
of each performance. Free tickets are limited to two
tickets per person.

Wed., July 12
Family Theater

6 p.m.

The Bitter Game: See July 11

This program contains mature themes and strong
language. Presented in collaboration with Hi-ARTS as
part of the 2017 D.C. Hip Hop Theater Festival.

Free general admission tickets will be distributed in the
Hall of States starting at approximately 5 p.m. on the day
of each performance. Free tickets are limited to two
tickets per person.

Thurs., July 13

6 p.m.

Students of Jenny Mondie, Jamie Roberts, David
Murray, and Eugena Change studying at the National
Symphony Orchestra’s Summer Music Institute (SMI)
play String Quintet, Op. 77 by Dvo%k, Summer Wing
Quintet by Samuel Barber, and Serenade No. 6 by
Persichetti.

Fri., July 14

6 p.m.

Students of Hyun-Woo Kim, Holly Hamilton, and James
Nickel studying at the National Symphony Orchestra’s
Summer Music Institute (SMI) play Terzetto in C
major, Op. 74 by DvoSik, String Quartet in F major by
Ravel, and Wind Quintet, Op. 43 by Nielsen.

Sat., July 15

6 p.m.

Students of Alex Jacobsen, Dan Foster, and Claudia
Chudacoff studying at the National Symphony
Orchestra’s Summer Music Institute (SMI) play Duetto
for Cello and Bass by Rossini, String Quartet No. 1,
“From My Life,” by Smetana, and Octet by
Mendelssohn.

Sun., July 16

6 p.m.

Students of Heather Green, Wanzhen Li, and Ko
Sugiyama studying at the National Symphony

Orchestra’s Summer Music Institute (SMI) pla
Consertante for Four Vio/ N

Mon., July

6 p.m.

the S

Tues., July

6 p.m.




