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The Kennedy Center
announces the

Millennium Stage Schedule for
February 2018

Free Daily Performances

featuring
Lunar New Year Celebration Events
Performances Honoring Black History Month
Women’s Voices Theater Festival’s Monologue Competition

(WASHINGTON)—The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts announces its
February 2018 schedule of free daily performances on the Millennium Stage today. The
monthly calendar features three evenings of performances to ring in the Year of the
Dog and Lunar New Year, including a colorful, acrobatic show by Chengdu’s Puppets
(February 15), a traditional Chengdu strings performance (February 16), and the
opportunity to witness Sichuan Opera’s famed mask-changing technique (February
17). Other Lunar New Year events at the Kennedy Center to be announced at a later
date.

Celebrate Black History Month at the Kennedy Center with performances including a
special workshop with an Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater Master Teacher
(February 10), the vodou influenced rock ‘n’ roll concert by Haitian band RAM
(February 21), the world premiere of the cantata Simon Bore the Cross by The Concert
Choir of Georgetown University (February 24), and To Serve This Present Age, a

musical journey through the evolution of gospel (February 25).



Another calendar highlight includes the Women’s Voices Theater Festival’s Young
Women’s Voices Monologue Competition on February 28. The Women’s Voices
Theater Festival is dedicated to highlighting the scope of plays written by women and
the range of professional theater produced across the capital region. The festival’s
debut in 2015 featured world—premiere plays by female playwrights on stages across
Washington, D.C., and was heralded as a landmark moment in the push for gender

parity in American theater.

Millennium Stage, now celebrating its 21st season, is a manifestation of the Kennedy
Center mission and vision to welcome all to celebrate our collective cultural heritage in
the most inclusive, accessible way possible. Millennium Stage is the only place in the
U.S. to offer a free performance every day of the year that is streamed live on the
Internet. A full schedule of Millennium Stage performances for the month of February
2018 is below. Unless otherwise noted, performances will take place in the Kennedy
Center Grand Foyer and no tickets are required. Performances are open to television
and radio news coverage. Media crews must request access at least one full week

prior to the performance date.

Full Chronological Schedule for February 2018

DATE TIME PERFORMANCE
Thu., February 1 6 p.m. Comedy at the Kennedy Center: Join Erin Jackson
Terrace Theater in her stand-up comedy act, highlighting her

conversational style and relatable humor that has
helped to propel her onto the national stage.

This program contains mature themes and strong
language. It will not be streamed live or archived.
Free general admission tickets will be distributed in
the States Gallery starting at approximately 5 p.m., up
to two tickets per person.

Fri., February 2 6 p.m. NSO Prelude: Members of the National Symphony
Orchestra play chamber works.
Sat., February 3 6 p.m. The Renaissance Music Academy and the Yao Jue

Music Academy partner to present a multicultural
concert. The program will feature music of European
origin as well as Chinese and American music,
performed by young talented string players.
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Sun., February 4

6 p.m.

Peabody Opera Outreach’s production of Errollyn
Wallen’s ANON gives voice to women all over the
world who have been historically and societally
silenced. Through an exploration of sex trafficking,
domestic abuse, exploitation, and more, ANON
brings to light the stories of women in our
communities who are unseen and unheard, and asks,
“What would you do if this were you?”

Mon., February 5

6 p.m.

Backbeat Underground is a five-piece instrumental
funk group from Washington, D.C., with a smooth
soul-jazz sound. They often invite guest musicians
and vocalists to their shows which results in fresh
improvisation, heavy toe-tapping, and head-bopping
pockets galore.

Presented in collaboration with Hometown Sounds.

Tue., February 6

6 p.m.

The NSO Youth Fellows present a night of chamber
music and solo performances.

Wed., February 7

6 p.m.

Company Danzante, one of Arlington’s premier
contemporary dance companies, returns to
Millennium Stage with works by five outstanding
contemporary choreographers: Marcus Willis,
Shaun Boyle, Karen Reedy, Katherine Horrigan,
and Arturo Garcia. This family-friendly performance
blends emotional beauty with athletic power to
captivate the mind, stimulate the senses, and uplift
the soul.

Thu., February 8

6 p.m.

Join us for the Millennium Stage preview of the
second half of Washington National Opera’s 2017-
2018 season! Learn more about the operas Don
Carlo, The Barber of Seville, and Candide in a
program featuring excerpts performed by the
talented members of WNO’s Domingo-Cafritz Young
Artist Program, and discussion from the program’s
Principal Coach Ken Weiss.

Fri., February 9

6 p.m.

Musicians from the Kennedy Center Opera House
Orchestra play a selection by Brahms.

Sat., February 10

5:30-7
p.m.

One of America’s favorite dance companies offers a
special workshop on the Kennedy Center’s
Millennium Stage! Learn choreography from Alvin
Ailey American Dance Theater’s most iconic work,
Revelations, taught by an Ailey Master Teacher.

Sun., February 11

6 p.m.

Huntertones brings people together with fun,

imaginative, and fearless music. Their high-energy,
horn-driven sound fuses inspired improvisation and
adventurous composition, melding jazz, funk, rock,




and soul.
Presented in collaboration with the U.S. State
Department’s American Music Abroad.

Mon., February 12

6 p.m.

The Catholic University of America Music Theatre
Division in collaboration with Arena Stage
presents The Theatre Songs of Leonard Bernstein,
directed by Pauline Grossman withmusical directed
by N. Thomas Pedersen.

Tue., February 13

6 p.m.

Musicians from the Kennedy Center Opera House
Orchestra play selections by Beethoven and Bartdk.

Wed., February 14

6 p.m.

The D.C. Legendary Musicians presents the fantastic
Ida Campbell and her Blues Nation Band. Cambell,
host of WPFW’s “Don’t Forget The Blues,” sings
blues, gospel, and old school R&B, and is known to
light up a room, leaving her audience mesmerized
and wanting more.

Thu., February 15

6 p.m.

Target Family Night: Characterized by beautiful
sculpture, exquisite performance, and colorful music,
Chengdu Puppets sing, dance, and even perform
acrobatics. The performance showcases a variety

of genres from the region, including shadow
puppetry and marionettes.

Presented as part of the Kennedy Center’s Lunar
New Year Celebration events.

Fri., February 16

6 p.m.

Experience the allure of Chengdu’s traditional folk
music, with its flowing stringed instruments

and otherworldly bamboo flutes. World-class artists
from the region guide your journey in a

diverse musical program.

Presented as part of the Kennedy Center’s Lunar
New Year Celebration events.

Sat., February 17

6 p.m.

Witness Sichuan Opera’s famed mask-changing
technique, which reveals changes

in a character’s emotion in the blink of an eye. This
sleight of hand, combined with stunning
acrobatics and dance, will keep you on the edge of
your seat.

Presented as part of the Kennedy Center’s Lunar
New Year Celebration events.

Sun., February 18

6 p.m.

The Mid-Atlantic Collegiate Jazz Orchestra is
comprised of some of the finest collegiate jazz
musicians from universities throughout the mid-
Atlantic region. The performance will include
selections from a variety of artists, covering diverse
jazz styles and eras.
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Mon., February 19

6 p.m.

Make Time for Love is a Valentine’s Day-themed
concert featuring 7 of the 10 original love songs
composed by artist Victor Simonson for his wife
Ciara Simonson during the first decade of their
marriage. This is a special opportunity for performing
artists who work on Valentine’s Day to celebrate.
Come and experience a showcase—an inspiring
musical performance!

Tue., February 20

6 p.m.

Mixing equal parts pathos and humor, ellen cherry is
an award-winning song and story alchemist,
musician, and performer based in Baltimore. Her
newest project, Portraits in Song, is a performance
piece of original songs, stories, and large-scale
projected portraiture that gathers audiences together
in a spirit of empathy to spark conversations about
the concept of feminism and the fight for equal rights
for all people.

Presented in collaboration with Strathmore’s Artist in
Residence program.

Wed., February 21

6 p.m.

Founded in Port-au-Prince in the early 1990’s, RAM
has a 25+ year history as Haiti’s premier kompa, rara,
rasin, twoubadou, and voodoo-rock ensemble. The
group’s music incorporates traditional Vodou lyrics
and instruments (such as rara horns and petwo
drums) along with traditional Caribbean rhythms and
dance, modern rock, and lyrics sung in Haitian Kreyol
and English to forge their own sound, which NPR has
championed as “soul food for a troubled land.”

Thu., February 22

6 p.m.

With a 43-year legacy of fostering the nation’s
capital's most talented youth, Duke Ellington
School of the Arts is a premier arts school in
Georgetown, D.C. In a cross-displine effort, the
school’s Instrumental Music, Vocal Music, and Dance

deiartments will showcase their work through a

Fri., February

6 p.m.

Sat., February

6 p.m.




