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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

announces its

2018-2019 BALLET AND
CONTEMPORARY DANCE SEASON

Highlights include

American Ballet Theatre in Alexei Ratmansky’s
Harlequinade
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company’s Analogy Trilogy
Companhia de Danca Deborah Colker’s
Dog without Feathers (Cado Sem Plumas)
Malavika Sarukkai’s Thari - The Loom
Matthew Bourne’s Production of Cinderella

National Ballet of China in Raise the Red Lantern
San Francisco Ballet in Two Repertory Programs
Featuring Works from UnBound: A Festival of New Works

and the return of

Ballet Across America

(WASHINGTON)—Exploration through world culture, original voices, and iconic
masters are on display throughout the 2018-2019 ballet and contemporary dance
season at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. The upcoming ballet

and dance season—among the nation’s most robust and eclectic—features a breadth

~ more ~


https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/0o1BRvaVcu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfBlDlK9YQA&feature=youtu.be

of dynamic and world-class choreography performed by today’s preeminent
companies. Brought to life onstage by virtuosic dancers and visionary designers, the
season encompasses compelling and thought-provoking works, collaborations across

genres, and quintessential classics steeped in tradition.

Highlights within the ballet season include San Francisco Ballet in two repertory
programs, all D.C. premieres, from the company’s unprecedented Unbound: A Festival
of Works; the return of National Ballet of China with its acclaimed Raise the Red
Lantern; the D.C. premiere of Alexei Ratmansky’s all-new, evening-length
Harlequinade; and Mariinsky Ballet’s classical virtuosity in Le Corsaire. Additionally,
New York City Ballet brings two stellar repertory programs of esteemed classics, new
works and productions including a Robbins’ tribute Something to Dance About,

directed by Tony Award®-winner Warren Carlyle.

Significant and relevant works from choreographers on the contemporary dance
season share impactful messages on family, migration, environment, and life. Deborah
Colker brings her powerful first work entirely based on a Brazilian theme, Dog without
Feathers (Cdo Sem Plumas), which combines dance and film to explore the ways in
which the mud, poverty, and mangroves of the Capibaribe River region shape the
people that reside and rely on the river for life. Distinguished bharatanatyam interpreter
Malavika Sarukkai’s Thari — The Loom traces the history and legacy of the handwoven
Indian “unstitched garment,” the sari. Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company’s poignant
Analogy Trilogy features three separate evening-length works inspired by the writings
of W.G. Sebald’s The Emigrants. In its fourth season, DEMO, Damian Woetzel’s
acclaimed series uniting artists from different genres to explore a common theme,
brings two programs in the Terrace Theater. And returning favorite, the renowned Alvin
Ailey American Dance Theater, will present repertory programs to include a mix of

exhilarating premieres and new productions.

This season also features the return of the Kennedy Center’s acclaimed Ballet Across

America series, May 28-June 2, 2019. lllustrating the dynamic variety of artistry



happening in American companies today, the weeklong celebration of the art form has
showcased more than 25 companies and nearly 40 repertory works from across the
nation since its debut in 2008. Most recently, 2017’s engagement of the series
included world premiere Kennedy Center commissions from filmmaker Ezra Hurwitz
and choreographer Jeremy McQueen. Participating companies and full programs will

be announced at a later date.

The annual Local Dance Commissioning Project, which supports and fosters new
dance works by local artists, enters its 18th year with works by this year’s recipients:
Anuradha Nehru and Chitra Kalyandurg of Kalanidhi Dance, Diana Movius, and Erica
Rae Smith-Gooden.

2018-2019 Kennedy Center Ballet and Contemporary Dance Season
Schedule

Performance Dates Theater Company

September/October 2018 Millennium Stage 18th Annual Local Dance
(Please see page 4 for Commissioning Project
confirmed dates)

October 18-20, 2018 Eisenhower Theater Companhia de Dancga

Deborah Colker,
Dog without Feathers
(Céo Sem Plumas)

October 23-28, 2018 Opera House San Francisco Ballet,

Two Repertory Programs
October 29, 2018 Terrace Theater DEMO: Gathering
November 2 & 3, 2018 Terrace Theater Ragamala Dance Company,

Written in Water
November 9 & 10, 2018 Terrace Theater Malavika Sarukkai,

Thari — The Loom
December 5-9, 2018 Opera House Ballet West,

The Nutcracker
January15-20, 2019 Opera House Matthew Bourne's Cinderella
January 29-February 3, 2019  Opera House American Ballet Theatre,

Harlequinade
February 5-10, 2019 Opera House Alvin Ailey

American Dance Theater

February 13-16, 2019 Opera House National Ballet of China,

Raise the Red Lantern
March 19, 2019 Terrace Theater Akiko Kitamura’s

Cross Transit



March 28-30, 2019 Eisenhower Theater Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane

Company,

Analogy Trilogy
March 29 & 30, 2019 Terrace Theater DEMO as part of

DIRECT CURRENT
April 2-7, 2019 Opera House New York City Ballet,

Two Repertory Programs
April 9-14, 2019 Opera House Mariinsky Ballet,

Le Corsaire
May 2-4, 2019 Terrace Theater Lucky Plush,

Rooming House
May 28-June 2, 2019 Opera House Ballet Across America
July 27,2019 North Plaza and Grand Foyer  National Dance Day

Artists and performances are subject to change.

The 2018-2019 Kennedy Center Ballet and Contemporary Dance Season

18TH ANNUAL LOCAL DANCE COMMISSIONING PROJECT, Millennium Stage
September/October 2018
Three World Premieres

September 28 & 29, 2018: Anuradha Nehru and Chitra Kalyandurg of

Kalanidhi Dance

October 5 & 6, 2018: Erica Rae Smith-Gooden

October 13 &14, 2018: Diana Movius
Locally based choreographers Anuradha Nehru and Chitra Kalyandurg of Kalanidhi
Dance, Diana Movius, and Erica Rae Smith-Gooden will each present a new work on
the Millennium Stage as part of the 18th annual Local Dance Commissioning Project
(LDCP). Created to foster new dance works by D.C. metro-area artists and present
these artists to the widest possible audience via the Millennium Stage, the project
provides funds for each artist to create a new work and a venue to premiere it in, as
well as rehearsal space, artistic mentorship, and technical assistance. Further details
about each work are below.

Based in the traditional Indian dance form kuchipudi and inspired by Hindu mythology,
Anuradha Nehru and Chitra Kalyandurg’s work Bhoomi (Earth) presents a different
perspective of how humankind affects the Earth and how the physical environment we
shape will, in turn, shape our lives. With inspiration from Stravinsky’s The Rite of
Spring, Diana Movius’s multimedia work Rite of Spring, Crash of Fall probes the fall of
Wall Street during the 2008 financial crisis, the nature of accountability, and its impact
on society. Utilizing modern-fusion and Caribbean folk music and led by a live DJ,
Erica Rae Smith-Gooden’s Out of Many: | Dare You To Find Your Connection is a work
that celebrates the legacy and vitality of the dancehall movement. A call and response
section of the performance will invite the audience to connect with the movement and
experience.



COMPANHIA DE DANCA DEBORAH COLKER, Eisenhower Theater

October 18-20, 2018

D.C. Premiere, Dog without Feathers (Cao Sem Plumas)

Inspired by Jodo Cabral de Melo Neto’s poem of the same title, Brazilian
choreographer Deborah Colker and her company, last seen at the Kennedy Center in
2010, return with Dog without Feathers (Cd4o Sem Plumas). Incorporating dance, ballet,
and film, Colker’s latest work vividly brings Cabral’s poetry to life through her
interpretation of the beautiful, yet impoverished Capibaribe River region in Brazil. As
part of the choreographic process, the company undertook a three-week creative and
cultural exploration in this harsh region to understand the current and day-to-day
rhythms of the people that reside and rely on the river for life. The work also examines
the region’s manguebeat movement, a unique rhythm that has emerged from the
reaction to the cultural and economic stagnation of the area. This work is part of The
Human Journey, the Kennedy Center’s season-long investigation of who we are as a
people that examines art and creativity through the lenses of migration, environment,
discovery, identity, citizenship, and legacy.

DEMO by Damian Woetzel: Gathering, Terrace Theater

October 29, 2018

D.C. Premieres

Entering the fourth season of his critically acclaimed series, the former New York City

Ballet Principal dancer turned director, choreographer, and producer—and incoming
President of The Juiliard School— [T

D.C. Premiere ,



