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64 D.C. Area Teachers

Honored by the Kennedy Center
For Engagement in Extensive Professional Learning
Through the Arts
At Awards Ceremony Friday, April 20, 2018

(WASHINGTON)—Sixty-four Washington, D.C. metropolitan area teachers will be
awarded Certificates of Study for their engagement in the Kennedy Center’s Changing
Education Through the Arts (CETA), a professional learning program designed to assist
educators within the Washington, D.C. area in efforts to teach the arts as well as
through the practice of arts-intregrated instruction. An awards ceremony and reception
will be held Friday, April 20, 2018 at the Kennedy Center.

Numerous studies point to the value of arts education in improving student outcomes,
yet teachers may not have the resources, access, or experience to implement arts
integration across the curriculum. Partnering with educators is fundamental to arts-
based learning. Through a variety of professional learning efforts, the CETA program
focuses on two approaches: providing new strategies for arts specialists to teach the
arts, and helping classroom teachers learn how to integrate other subject area(s)
through the arts. By learning through arts integration, students engage in a creative
process which connects an art form and another subject area and meets evolving
objectives in both. The Certificate of Study recognizes educators who have continued

their professional learning in the arts.


https://www.ecs.org/ec-content/uploads/Beyond_the_Core_Advancing_student_success_through_the_arts.pdf

The awards ceremony will recognize teachers from the following local school districts:

Alexandria City Public Schools, Virginia; Arlington Public Schools, Virginia; Fairfax

County Public Schools, Virginia; and Prince William County Public Schools, Virginia as

well as The Lab School of Washington. A complete list of teachers appears below.

Recipients of the 2018 Certificate of Study Award

Alexandria City Public Schools
(Virginia)

Charles Barrett Elementary School
Michelle E. Hart

Jennifer Yeager

John Adams Elementary School
Andrew Bawden

Alexandra Nicole Bender

Nicole Julia DemskKi

Katelin DeRocco

Veronica Doody

Juliet Marie Harris

Leslie Herron

Lori Ann McAndrews

Ellen Nipar

Andrea La’Chandra Chrisjun Ridley
Heather Roush

Jessica Yvonne Shirley

Emily Smith

Ann Marie Hiebert Tejeda

Mary Carrice Whorl

Arlington Public Schools (Virginia)
Abingdon Elementary

Kimberlee Ann Gorecki

Nicole Jondahl

Toni Svonavec

Arlington Traditional School
Miriam Capellan

Brittany Gonzalez

Sarah McReynolds

Amber Mollet

Veronica Perez Perea

Drew Model Elementary School
Elvira Arnal

Gwenda Atkinson

Martha Azero

Amie Flowers Shakespeare

Kenmore Middle School
Jennifer L. Hesla

Long Branch Elementary School
Lee Ayoub

Julie Bato

Rebecca M. Kallem

Tara L. Mitchell

Dina Donnelly Yauger

Gwenn Zaberer

McKinley Elementary
Kirsten Walleck

Patrick Henry Elementary
Karen Alexis Gordon Bastow

Fairfax County Public Schools
(Virginia)

Bailey’s Elementary School for the
Arts and Sciences

Elizabeth Armitage

Laura Bailey

Stephanie N. Gardner

Jolene M. Lentowski

Rahah Mahmood

Maggie Marach

Indiana Obando

Sarah Packett

Andrea Pfiester




Arianna Pieragostini Woodburn School for the Fine &

Marilyn Rossen Communicative Arts
Jessica Vargas Fllory Correa-Dock
Denise Vieira Heather Crilley
Shannon Wang Fran L. Nadel
Joanne Marie Warner Morgan N. Vaught
Caitlyn Yost-Blakely Susan Dickerson Vinisky
Canterbury Woods Elementary Prince William County Public Schools
Michelle Wesolowski (Virginia)
Occoquan Elementary School
Island Creek Elementary Clare A. Phillips
Ashley Cuthbertson

Private School

The Lab School of Washington
Mandy Newport

Bryan Riha

In order to receive a Certificate of Study, teachers participate in a minimum of 21 hours
of professional learning through the CETA program in order to explore ways to bring
the arts into their classrooms. In addition, they develop and submit documentation that
shows evidence of the impact of the arts on student learning. The documentation
supports research studies conducted by the Kennedy Center showing that arts
integration—teaching other subject areas through the arts—can have a positive impact

on student creativity and student engagement.

Through the Kennedy Center’s CETA program, teachers study with their colleagues in
courses and workshops led by expert teaching artists and arts educators. They learn
about the arts and ways to integrate the arts into their teaching through a range of
programs designed to meet their varying needs, interests, and experience. Each year,
more than 700 teachers participate in approximately 90 courses and workshops, which
impact around 21,000 students and are available to any teacher in the D.C.
metropolitan area. More in-depth programs take place in Kennedy Center partner
schools that have committed to a school-wide focus on arts integration. Professional

learning programs developed and refined locally through this program are shared



nationally through the Kennedy Center’s Partners in Education program and through

this work, a national learning network of educators is expanded.

ABOUT EDUCATION AT THE KENNEDY CENTER

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is the national champion for arts learning
and creativity. Committed to increasing opportunities for all people to participate in, learn
about, and understand the arts, the Center offers programs and events that strive to reflect the
nation and its communities, and that are accessible and inclusive for all. From the Center’s
stages to classrooms and communities across the country, to online resources accessible
nearly anywhere, the Center serves the burgeoning artist, the curious explorer, the student (of
any age), the teacher and teaching artist—any person interested in arts learning and utilizing
the arts for positive change.

As an essential component of the living memorial to President Kennedy, the Center’s
Education programs utilize the arts to embrace the ideals of service, justice, freedom, courage,
and gratitude, and cultivate the Citizen Artists in all the people we serve. For more information,
please visit kennedy-center.org/education/.

FUNDING CREDITS
Changing Education Through the Arts, part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is
generously funded by David and Alice Rubenstein.

Additional support is provided by Laird Norton Family Foundation, The Morris and Gwendolyn
Cafritz Foundation, and the U.S. Department of Education.

Kennedy Center education and related artistic programming is made possible through the
generosity of the National Committee for the Performing Arts.

Gifts and grants to educational programs at the Kennedy Center are provided by Sandra K. &
Clement C. Alpert; AnBryce Foundation; AOL Charitable Foundation; The Argus Fund; Bank of
America; Bender Foundation, Inc.; The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and Wilma E. Bernstein;
Centene Charitable Foundation; The Charles Engelhard Foundation; The Clark Charitable
Foundation; CMA Foundation; Crayola; DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities; Dr. Gerald
and Paula McNichols Foundation; The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.; David
Gregory and Beth Wilkinson; Estee Lauder; Exelon Foundation; Ford Foundation; Harman
Family Foundation; The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust; The Hearst Foundations;
Herb Alpert Foundation; Hilton Worldwide; The Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky Family
Foundation, Inc.; iTheatrics; The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation; James A. Johnson
and Maxine Isaacs; JCPenny Cares; the Kimsey Endowment; Keith Haring Foundation; The
King-White Family Foundation and Dr. J. Douglas White; The Kiplinger Foundation; Natalie and
Herb Kohler and Kohler Co.; Laird Norton Family Foundation; Legg Mason Charitable
Foundation; Macy's; The Markow Totevy Foundation; Linda and Tobia Mercuro; Little Kids
Rock; The Meredith Foundation; The Millennium Stage Endowment Fund; The Morningstar
Foundation; The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation; Music Theatre International; Myra
and Leura Younker Endowment Fund; NAMM Foundation; National Endowment for the Arts;
National Endowment for the Humanities; Newman's Own Foundation; the Embassy of the State


http://education.kennedy-center.org/education/partners/
http://education.kennedy-center.org/education/

of Qatar; Park Foundation, Inc.; Paul M. Angell Family Foundation; Mrs. Irene Pollin; Prince
Charitable Trusts; Robert Rauschenberg Foundation; Rosemary Kennedy Education Fund; Dr.
Deborah Rose and Dr. Jan A. J. Stolwijk; Rosenthal Family Foundation; Ryna and Melvin Cohen
Family Foundation; Share Fund; Mr. and Mrs. Albert H. Small; Steven and Alexandra Cohen
Foundation; Target; the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates; The Volgenau Foundation;
Volkswagen Group of America; Washington Gas; Wells Fargo; Beatrice and Anthony Welters;
William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust; Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts; and
generous contributors to the Abe Fortas Memorial Fund and by a major gift to the fund from the
late Carolyn E. Agger, widow of Abe Fortas.

The content of this program may have been developed under a grant from the U.S. Department
of Education but does not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of
Education. You should not assume endorsement by the federal government.
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