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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

celebrates

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

with a series of events including

Kennedy Center Family Day: Con Las Puertas Abiertas

Art Installation: Con Los Brazos Abiertos—-Embracing Mexico
by Mexican visual artist SANER

JFKC Premiere of jViva César, Viva Kennedy!
featuring Dan Guerrero, Eugenia Ledn, and La Marisoul y La Santa Cecilia

(WASHINGTON)—The Kennedy Center announced today a series of programs honoring
Hispanic Heritage Month, a national celebration that is observed annually from September 15
to October 15. The events will kick off on Saturday, October 1, 2016 with a free Family Day,
Con Las Puertas Abiertas (With Open Doors), and the unveiling of a Kennedy Center co-
commissioned installation by Mexican graffiti artist, SANER. The celebration’s highlight will
take place on Thursday, October 13, 2016 with ;jViva César, Viva Kennedy!, a multi-
disciplinary program that explores the connections in the fight for justice and civil rights by
Mexican-American labor leader and social activist, César Chavez, and the 35th President of
the United States, John F. Kennedy. The ticketed event features theater, music, historic
visuals, and an enlightening conversation with those who knew and worked with Chavez.
Con Las Puertas Abiertas opens the Center’s doors for families and children from
Washington and beyond to learn more about Latin-American culture and revel in its
contributions to our society. The Family Day activities will be held throughout the Terrace
Level, with hands-on activities and crafts such as coloring, face painting, instrument building,
interactive art, poetry, and games. Over the course of the day, the Terrace Gallery will house a

myriad of local artists and groups who will offer performances and dance lessons to visitors



of all ages. In a symbolic act, as part of the JFKC Centennial Celebration of John F. Kennedy,
the Center invites Family Day attendees and all members of the D.C. community to participate
in THE BIG HUG “Un Fuerte Abrazo” of the building. Batala Washington will lead the crowd in
a musical parade surrounding the outside of the Terrace level and joining hands in a gesture
of friendship and unity, and a celebration of the diversity in our communities.

The upcoming Family Day will also launch a special art installation in the Hall of States,
Con Los Brazos Abiertos-Embracing Mexico, by Mexican graffiti artist SANER. The exhibit
celebrates approximately 20 important figures in Mexican culture through SANER’s style,
showcasing some of his signature visual elements which include vibrant colors and masks.
SANER’s artwork for this celebration is a Kennedy Center co-commission with support from
the Mexican Cultural Institute of the Embassy of Mexico.

As the core event of this Hispanic Heritage Month celebration, jViva César, Viva
Kennedy! will convene celebrated artists and iconic special guests for a one-of-a-kind
evening of performance and spirited conversation. The program is centered on the topics of
civil rights and social justice, and how these intersect between the work and ideals of two
pivotal figures in history of the United States: César Chavez and John F. Kennedy. To explore
these connections, a group of guests will engage in personal and revealing conversations
about their roles and interactions with these influencers— Chavez, the front-man of a
workers’ movement who became an inspiration for an entire community; Kennedy, the
beloved leader of a powerful nation. Dan Guerrero, who worked with Chavez to produce
events for the United Farm Workers Union (UFW), will serve as moderator of this distinguished
gathering of guests who are coming together for the first time. Speakers include illustrator,
painter, and sculptor Andy Zermefio; artist and muralist Barbara Carrasco; community
organizer, social justice activist and co-founder of the Farm Workers Association with Chavez,
Dolores Huerta; international health care luminary and daughter of the United States’ first
Hispanic ambassador Dr. Cynthia Telles; El Teatro Campesino founder and artistic director
Luis Valdez; and Paul F. Chavez, son of César Chavez and President of the César Chavez
Foundation.

The program also will feature performances by: actors/musicians from El Teatro
Campesino, who will recreate scenes from Las Dos Caras del Patroncito (an adaptation by
Valdez)— first performed in the fields to introduce farm workers to the fledging UFW;

international superstar singer and Mexican cultural ambassador, Eugenia Leodn; and the



Grammy®-winning Mexican-American band, La Marisoul y La Santa Cecilia, which creatively

fuses diverse musical genres including cumbia, bossa nova, and boleros.

A listing of Hispanic Heritage Month events follows:

Kennedy Center Family Day: Con Las Puertas Abiertas (With Open Doors)
Saturday, October 1, 2016 at 10:30 a.m.—4 p.m.

Throughout the Terrace Level

Free

Families are invited to enjoy a fun-filled day of free performances, live demonstrations, and
hands-on activities inspired by Latino culture. Events for youth of all ages will include music
and dance performances by local Latino artists, open dance classes, instrument
demonstrations, coloring, musical instrument-making, face painting, poetry writing, and
interactive games and murals.

Children are encouraged to attend in their native/traditional dress.

States Gallery

Families will be greeted and welcomed with a fun photo opp. Attendees will be encouraged to
check strollers and large items at a complimentary check area. Additionally, there will be a
counter with Latin-inspired snacks and beverages available for purchase.

Atrium

The Atrium will feature stations for arts and crafts, including coloring, face painting, and
instrument building. Additionally, there will be a station with bilingual (Spanish and English)
youth poetry by Puerto Rican author Edwin Fontanez, and a create-your-own poetry book
with samples, illustrations, and writing prompts to help children write their own poems.

Atrium Foyer North

The Atrium Foyer North will have tables with a variety of instruments from Latin-American
countries for kids to try. In addition, musicians from Mariachi Los Amigos, Comunidad
Cultural SurAndes, and Batala Washington will offer musical demonstrations at scheduled
times between 11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Atrium Foyer South

The Atrium Foyer South will feature two large murals that will serve as interactive art walls.
Children will be able to fill the murals with color by attaching mini-paper flowers to one of the
murals and on the second, chalk will be used to fill in the 12’ long illustration.



Nations Gallery

The Nations Gallery will feature several activities including: soccer goals and foosball tables;
live painting demonstrations by Colombian artist Juan Cabas; and a photo opp.

Terrace Gallery

The Terrace Gallery space will be the venue for ongoing performances and open dance
classes from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Featured groups include Mariachi Los Amigos, Comunidad
Cultural SurAndes, the After School Dance Fund, Batala Washington, and 123 Andrés.

Spanish Language Tours

The Friends of the Kennedy Center will offer two Spanish language tours of the Kennedy
Center at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Groups will depart from the tour desk on A Level.

Con Los Brazos Abiertos-Embracing Mexico
Installation by Mexican Graffiti Artist, SANER
Saturday, October 1-Thursday, October 20, 2016
Hall of States

Free

The Kennedy Center, with the support of the Mexican Cultural Institute of the Embassy of
Mexico, co-commissioned this installation by Mexican graffiti artist Saner. Saner’s installation
features approximately 20 Mexican artists and icons—such as Frida Khalo, Diego Rivera, and
Octavio Paz— celebrating the significant contributions that they made to arts and culture.

Edgar “SANER” Flores is a contemporary artist, painter, illustrator, and graphic designer. He
was born in Mexico City in 1981. From an early age, he was interested in drawing and
caricature, developing his first strokes at the age of three and transitioning into graffiti art as a
teenager. He graduated with a Bachelor of Graphic Design from the National Autonomous
University of Mexico, FES Acatlan. As a child he grew up in the State of Mexico and
vacationed surrounded by his mother’s family in the city of Matias Romero Oaxaca. It was
then that developed an interest in Mexican culture and tradition, especially in masks. He later
fully engaged in the graphic arts, developing initially with graffiti and specializing in mural
painting and easel painting. Masks are the main element in his work, influenced by the
Mexican folklore with characters and animals such as jaguars and coyotes, gods, and skulls.
These make reference to the emotions that represent each character, showing its true face
and reflecting the mysticism of Mexican culture. Saner’s work has been featured in galleries in
Mexico, the United States, London, Berlin, and Barcelona.



iViva César, Viva Kennedy!
Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 8 p.m.
Eisenhower Theater

Tickets $15-$49

The intersection of the work and ideals of César Chavez and John F. Kennedy in the fight for
civil rights and social justice are explored in this eclectic evening of theater, music, and visual
projections. The event will include an enlightening conversation with distinguished members
of the Chicano community who knew and worked with Chavez, as well as performances by a
troupe of actors/musicians from El Teatro Campesino, legendary Mexican singer Eugenia
Ledn, and Grammy®-winning Mexican-American band La Marisoul y La Santa Cecilia.
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