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The Kennedy Center Announces 2018 Honorees

CHER, PHILIP GLASS,

REBA MCENTIRE, AND WAYNE SHORTER
TO RECEIVE 41ST ANNUAL KENNEDY CENTER HONORS

HAMILTON CO-CREATORS
LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA, THOMAS KAIL,
ANDY BLANKENBUEHLER, AND ALEX LACAMOIRE
TO RECEIVE A SPECIAL HONORS FOR
GROUNDBREAKING WORK

At 415t Kennedy Center Honors
Sunday, December 2, 2018

Gala will be broadcast on CBS on December 26, 8 p.m. ET

(WASHINGTON)—The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts today announced the
selection of four Honorees who will receive the 2018 Kennedy Center Honors for lifetime
artistic achievements, and a special Honors distinction for a work of art and its co-creators.
Recipients to be honored at the 41st annual national celebration of the arts are: singer and
actress Cher, composer and pianist Philip Glass, Country music entertainer Reba McEntire,
and jazz saxophonist and composer Wayne Shorter. This year, the co-creators of Hamilton—

writer and actor Lin-Manuel Miranda, director Thomas Kail, choreographer Andy
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Blankenbuehler, and music director Alex Lacamoire —will receive a unique Kennedy Center

Honors as trailblazing creators of a transformative work that defies category.

“The Kennedy Center Honors recognizes exceptional artists who have made enduring and
indelible marks on our culture,” stated Kennedy Center Chairman David M. Rubenstein.
“Cher is the consummate star, wowing generations of fans with her distinctive voice,
blockbuster albums, and glittering on-screen presence; Philip Glass is a modern-day Mozart
whose works across opera, symphony, chamber music, and film define contemporary music
and simply transfix us; Country songstress Reba McEntire has inspired us over four decades
with her powerhouse voice and music that conveys heartfelt, heart-warming honesty; Wayne
Shorter is a seminal artist who, as both a composer and saxophonist, has carried forward the
mantle of jazz; and the creators of Hamilton have literally and figuratively changed the face of

American culture with daringly original, breathtakingly relevant work.”

“The world looks to America for its creative instincts and artistic courage. This year’s slate of
Honorees represents the pinnacle of our nation’s originality and the rich mosaic of diverse
perspectives and art forms that has come to define who we are as a people,” said Kennedy
Center President Deborah F. Rutter.

“As the national cultural center, the Kennedy Center is guided by its artistic mission to pay
tribute to the past, to offer a platform for artists making transformative impact in the present,
and to shepherd creative innovators as we look toward the future,” Ms. Rutter continued.
“Historically, the Kennedy Center Honors has celebrated lifetime achievement. In recognizing
Hamilton and its co-creators, the Kennedy Center is making an unprecedented statement
about an unprecedented work—a work that transcends cultural boundaries and tells

America’s story in a powerful and contemporary way.”

Throughout its 40-year history, the annual Honors Gala has become the highlight of the
Washington cultural and society calendar, and its national broadcast on CBS is a high point
of the television season. On Sunday, December 2, in a star-studded celebration on the
Kennedy Center Opera House stage, produced by Ricky Kirshner and Glenn Weiss of White

Cherry Entertainment, the 2018 Honorees will be saluted by today’s leading performers from



New York, Hollywood, and the arts capitals of the world. Seated in the Box Tier of the iconic
Kennedy Center Opera House, the Honorees will accept the recognition and gratitude of their

peers through performances and tributes.

The 2018 Kennedy Center Honors Gala concludes with a dinner in the Grand Foyer. The

Honorary Chairs of the 2018 Honors Gala are Buffy Cafritz and Ann D. Jordan.

The Kennedy Center Honors medallions will be presented on Saturday, December 1, the
night before the Gala, at a State Department dinner. The Founding Chair of the State

Department dinner is Elizabeth Stevens.

The Honors Gala will be recorded for broadcast on the CBS Network for the 41st
consecutive year as a two-hour primetime special on Wednesday, December 26 at 8 p.m.
ET.

White Cherry Entertainment is well known for producing the perennial award-winning Tony
Awards® for the last 18 consecutive years, and also for producing the Primetime Emmy
Awards®, NFL Opening Kickoff and Super Bowl! Halftime Shows, the Democratic National
Convention, Presidential Inaugural Galas, and many other special events. To date, White
Cherry Entertainment has won 9 Emmy Awards®, while Kirshner and Weiss have individually
received an additional 5 Emmy Awards®, 8 Directors Guild Awards, a Peabody Award, and
40 Emmy® nominations. This is the fourth consecutive year White Cherry will produce the

Kennedy Center Honors.

CBS is the Exclusive Sponsor of the Kennedy Center Honors.
Boeing is the Exclusive Underwriter of the Kennedy Center Honors Gala.
Delta Air Lines is the Official Airline of the Kennedy Center Honors.

The Kennedy Center Honors Founding Producer is George Stevens, Jr.

The Honors recipients recognized for their contributions to American culture through the

performing arts—whether in music, dance, theater, opera, motion pictures, or television—are
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confirmed by the Executive Committee of the Center’s Board of Trustees. The primary
criterion in the selection process is excellence. The Honors are not designated by art form or
category of artistic achievement; the selection process, over the years, has produced balance

among the various arts and artistic disciplines.

The Honoree selection process includes solicitation of recommendations from the Kennedy
Center Board of Trustees, the artistic community, and the general public. This year’s
selected Honorees were chosen based on the recommendation of the Center’s Special
Honors Advisory Committee, which is chaired by Elaine Wynn and includes Deborah F.
Rutter, David M. Rubenstein, Shonda Rhimes, David Bohnett, Michael Lombardo, and Cappy
McGarr, along with past Honors recipients and distinguished artists Julie Andrews, Martina
Arroyo, Herbie Hancock, Yo-Yo Ma, Chita Rivera, and Twyla Tharp. These individuals play a
critical role in the evaluation and selection process, and the Kennedy Center is indebted to

them for their involvement.

ABOUT THE HONOREES

Cher (singer, actress)

A worldwide superstar and household name for more than 50 years, Cher has conquered
more challenges than a handful of other talents put together—recording, concerts, film and
Broadway acting, television, and directing. Along the way she has been richly rewarded with
an Academy Award®, a Grammy®, an Emmy®, three Golden Globes, a Cannes Film Festival
Award, and a People’s Choice Award.

Beginning as a studio backing singer in the 1960s, Cher met fledgling producer Sonny Bono
and they quickly became pop sensations with the worldwide smash “I Got You Babe.” Their
attention-grabbing hair and clothes were an early hint of Cher’s subsequent profound
influence on the world of fashion. The couple’s popularity peaked with The Sonny and Cher
Comedy Hour TV series until they split up in the mid-1970s. In 1982, Cher took a huge
gamble to appear on Broadway in Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy
Dean. It worked, however, and prompted a hugely successful acting career which included
Mask, Silkwood, and Mermaids, and culminated in an Academy Award® for Best Actress in
Moonstruck.

Cher stunned the music world with a complete musical reinvention in the mid-1980s,
highlighted by her controversial hit video for “If | Could Turn Back Time.” But it would be her
venture into the world of dance music with the Grammy®-winning “Believe” in 1998 that
eclipsed it all. “Believe” made Cher the oldest woman (at 52) to have a number one hit in the
Hot 100 rock era. It made her the only female artist to have Top 10 hits in every decade from
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the 1960s to 2000s. The subsequent three-year “Farewell Tour” played to more than three
million fans, was captured in an Emmy®-winning TV special, and is one of the most
successful tours in history.

Cher remains very active as a stage performer, actress, and recording artist, with a starring
role in the current movie Mamma Mia 2! Here We Go Again, a new album scheduled for
September release, and a stage musical about her life debuting on Broadway in December.

Philip Glass (composer, pianist)

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, Philip Glass is a graduate of the University of Chicago and the
Juilliard School. In the early 1960s, Glass spent two years of intensive study in Paris with
Nadia Boulanger and, while there, earned money by transcribing Ravi Shankar’s Indian music
into Western notation. By 1974, Glass had a number of innovative projects creating a large
collection of new music for The Philip Glass Ensemble and for the Mabou Mines Theater
Company. This period culminated in Music in Twelve Parts and the landmark opera Einstein
on the Beach, for which he collaborated with Robert Wilson. Since Einstein, Glass has

expanded his repertoire to include music for opera, dance, theater, chamber ensemble,
orchestra, b ,
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